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LARGEST MUSKALLONGE EVER CAPTUH�D!
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fl'lllll tl1t':-<f' 111011�1•-•r� tl1P_r 11••rp flll'l!Pd ha,·k i11t1> lliPir 11uti1·e 11"1:ltf'l'!I, whl'rl' thf'_Y ·1wnit the 1-po �� .. :111 1,_, tr.� ,,,,,1 
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Village of Buswell 

Early lumber settlement 
vanished from area scene 

BY MICHAEL J. DUNN, III of northern Wisconsin). Buswell 
had about· four or five major 
camps by turns as it logged 

(Continued on Page 16} 
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Claim 102-pound musky 
captured here in 1902 

Was a 102-pound musky cap­
tured in Minocqua Lake back in 
1902? 

The claim was made in the 
-Minocqua Times on May 1, 1902,
when the above picture appeared
with the headline "Largest
Muskallonge Ever Captured."

Here's a portion of the story: 
"Supt. Nevin of the State Fish 

Hatchery Commissioners, who has 
been taking muskallonge spawn at 
the Tomahawk and Minocqua 
lakes this past month, informs us 
that E.D. Kennedy and himseH 
captured the two largest muskal­
longe ever taken in these waters. 

''The largest one was captured 
in Minocqua lake, and weighed 102 
pounds, the other being taken in 
Tomahawk lake and weighed 80 
pounds. After the spawn was 
taken from these monsters they 
were turned back into their native 
waters, where they await . the 
sportsman to try and land them. 

"Mr. Nevin has taken muskal­
longe spawn at this place for the 
past four years, and says that in 
seining this season they have 
caught more small muskallonge 
than ever before, which goes to 
show that they are increasing." 

As· to the validity of the story, 
only Supt. Nevin and E. D: 
Kennedy, both now deceased, 
really knew for sure whether or . 
not they did indeed capture a 
102-pound musky.

In May, 1974, the late Jim

Kennedy, son of E.D. Kennedy, 
told the Lakeland Times that 
perhaps the story was true. He 
concluded by saying that the 
"whiskey flowed quite freely in 
those days. " 

Take it or leave it ... 

Woodruff 
(Contin�ed from Page 4) 

at home. Bonfire and taffy pulls 
were forms of excitement. Dates. 
enjoyed an evening out on a horse 
and buggy ride. 

According to Gladys Johnson. 
born in 1896 in Woodruff, girls did 
not usually go to town un­
accompanied. Although Woodruff 
did have a bowling lane, females 
were not seen in the building. 
"When I wanted to go to town," 
Johnson said, "My mother would 
walk me there along the railroad 
tracks." 

Woodruff has grown slowly, y.et 
steadily. Though few of its early 
settlers are alive today, it is 
because of them that Woodruff has 
grown into a town with paved 
streets, brick buildings . and a 
variety of businesses and shops. 

Almost all roads in the area are 
based on abandoned railroad beds. 

Of all the chapters in Lakeland 
area history, one of the shadowiest, 
is the story of a vanished lumber 
settlement known as Buswell. Its 
name was appropriate-even if the 
spelling did not quite match-­
because for the brief span of four 
or five years the town indeed did 
buzz well with the varied sounds ofi 
logging camps, saw ,and planing 
mills and a community of perhaps 
30- or 40 families.

In the fall of 1905, the Buswell' 
Lumber and Manufacturing Com­
pany began acquiring land, and

l 
wagons teamed in a small mill and 
other supplies all the way from the, 
Chicago & Northwestern railway. 
station at Manitowish. The littl� 
mill cut wood to build the bigger 
one, whose machinery would be · 
coming over the new Milwaukee 
Road (the St. Paul, as it was then 
popularly called) when the track 
would be finished into Buswell 
proper the next spring. That fall 
also saw construction begin ·on the 
village, and establishment of a 

**********************

Buswell was named for the mill
village's developer, F. W. BusweJl, 
a lumber man who came from the 
Twin Cities via Wausau (where he 
bired much oi the ski\\ed 
manpower for his town here) and'. 
went on to the forests of the 
Pacific Northwest. 

Buswell's advance men cruised 
within a triangle of land roughly 
midway between present-day 
Presque Isle, Boulder Ju�ct�on 
and Manitowish Waters, p1ckmg 
not only the timber they wanted to 
cut, but a town - and millsite near 
the very middle of that triangle-­
not far from where North 
Lakeland Elementary school is 
located today. 

- post _office under the direction of a
gentleman with the very British­
sounding name of John Bull!

Occasional items in the old
Minocqua Times give us flashes of
what BusweJJ must have been like
in the booming days of 1907, for
they carry mention of electric
lights and power from the mill
dynamo, two shifts working at the
mill, the hiring of 33 more men for
the woods (most lumber com­
panies, Boswell's included, em­
ployed "mancatchers" in Hurley
and the Twin Cities to lure-­
shanghai might a1most be a better
word--lumberjacks for the woods

ALMOST LOGGED OFF ... The picture above shows the last few 
trees to be felled at Stang's Camp, Rice Creek, Island Lake in the 
Manitowish Waters area. 
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A-store continuing 200 years of American tradition, Jt,
Fine Firearms and Archery Equipment * 

WALLY'S SHOOTERS' HWY. 70 WEST * 
SUPPL V . MINOCQUA * Archery and CB Center 356-2688
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